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lass fortunate. My parents taught me this by example.

Every holiday szason included singing carols at the local
nursing home to those: who were shutin. While at first
I grumbled at being draggad into this “chore,” I came to
realize how good I felt seeing thesz old folks smile and sing
along. Giving is good for you, it makes you fezl happy, and
it’s contagious.

LIFE-CHANGING NONPROFITS FOR WOMEN AND YOUNG ADULTS

[ have had the wonderful opportunity to be actively
involved with two incredibly important and ambitious
charitable nonprofits in both
fundraising development and
visibility activities. Several years
ago, I wantad to zxpand my
NPO (Nonprofit Organizaton)
involvement beyond healthcare.
I met President and Founder of
GFI Karen Trammontano through
a mutual frisnd. Though small,
GFI was unusually powerful in
zlevating working wormen. Since
I had szen firsthand through my
business travels to South and
Central America, Africa and Asia
that wormen were by far the most
visiblz working poor, driving sconormic growth among this
population was very sxciting to me. I met the lzadership
and several studants at JAG soon after GFI. Whan [ heard
their stories, I was emotionally moved by the incradible
obstacles these students overcamne to graduate from high
school.

The Global Fairness Initiative hitp:./Swww.
globalfaivaess.org/ (GFI) promotes a mores squitable,
sustainable approach to sconomic development for the
world’s working poor. The foundars indude C.E.O. Karen
Tramontano, and fonmer President Bill Clinton, who remain
involved. At GFI we belisve women represent the greatest
potential for putting an end to the cycle of poverty that
undarmines development around the globe. By advancing
fair wages, equal access to markets, and balancad public
policy, GFIwaorks to generate opportunity and end the cydea
of poverty.

I arn particularly moved by how women around the
globe face poverty-related challengss unique to their gender
due to lack of access to land rights, multiple responsibilities
within and outsides home, as well as lirnitad access to formal
education and technical training. Although women are the
backbone of the rural sconomy worldwide, handling the
vast majority of agricultural producion, they rarely racsive
fair and zquitable cornpensation for their labor.

GFlis innovative in its approach to fresing women
from the shackles of poverty and unfair trade practices.
The results are multi-stakesholder engagements that
zconomically empowsr poor women producers and
create pemmanent and effective local market structures.
This allows marginalized women to respond to market
fluctuations, mitigate risk, and improve their livelihood.

Th.rmghout my lifs, [have tried to give back to help those
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SER, Self-Employed Women's Associafion) member raking salt in India.

CHARITY WORKS FOR ME

BY RICHARD NORDETROM

The Annual Fairness Award Ceremony is November
24 at the Howard Theater in Washington, D.C. By
honorng sxczptional lzaders whose work and life open
opportunity and access for the working poor throughout
the world, GFI looks to inspirz a new generation of leaders
who dadicatz themselves to zconomic justice, faimess, and
equality. hitpunnw glo balftrness.ogizet- o ved fairmess-award.

Jobs for America’s Graduates hitip/iag.cg/ (JAG) is
a statz-based national organization dedicated to preventing
dropouts armong young people who are most af-risk. Here
I serve on the nationa board. In more than three dzcades
of operation, JAG has deliverad
consistent, compelling results —
helping over one million young
people stay in school through
graduation, pursue post-szcondary
sducation, and secure quality
entry-level jobs leading to carser
advancement opportunitiss.

Through school visits, I have
seen the life-changing effects
of JAG Specialists who tirelessly
provids proven programs and
services for middle school, high
school, and out-of-school youth to
stay in school through graduation
from high school It is tremendously gratifying to sze so
many of thesz young men and women pursue a collegiate
education and/or enter and advance in their chosen carser
fizld. The cost to all of us is significant when we lat our
children fail in school. JAG is making a big differencs.

The JAG National Leadership Awards svent takas
place in Washington D.C. on November 20th. By far the
most inspirational event I attend, the stories shared by
current and former JAG students express the desp need we
havein the US A to continue participating in the effort to
hzlp young adults risz abowve their environment.

At times [ am tempted to cut back on my charitable
involvement. Can I rationalize that I've done a lot alrzady
and it’s time for someone else to stepup? [ could. But then
Irezalize [ would be giving up much morz than [ am giving,
and rmy lifz is mudh richer for serving.

Richard Nordstrom is CEQ of Libenate Ideas, Inc., and
Northstream Hobal Partners, LLC, 2& Park Street, Suite 2056,
Montclziy, NJ 07042, He can be reached at 973-509-4671 or
Richard@Wiberatshealth us. Previously, Richand was the CEQ of
McCann Healthcare Worldwide.
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