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Jobs for America’s Graduates-Kansas 
(JAG-K) concluded its first semester at 
Newton High School (NHS) after a 

successful kick-off to the program.  
Starting the year with 15 students, JAG-
K at NHS now has over 30 students 
who are involved with the class and the 

Career Association. JAG has 37 core 
competencies that are taught in the 
class and through Career Association 

activities. Students learn to become 
better employees, leaders, and team 
members through the competencies 
taught in JAG.  The growth of the 

students over the first semester has 
been significant and many students are 
more confident and doing better in 

their classes. Through participation in 
JAG activities, students are starting to 
become a “JAG family” and striving to 
do bigger and better activities in JAG. 

JAG Concludes Its First Semester
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 JAG started its first year at 
Newton High School with 15 brave 
students who decided they would join 

a class they knew nothing about. Before 
school started, a meeting was held to 
inform those in attendance what they 
could expect from their JAG class. The 

eight students who attended the 
meeting already started to bond with 
each other. 

	
 Throughout the first month 
and a half of school, the three JAG 
classes slowly started to fill up with 

more students. By the beginning of 
October, the three JAG classes at NHS 
had over 30 students. 

	
 Over the first semester, the 

three classes of JAG students have 

formed “families.” Students who 
normally do not talk in front of people 

are willing to stand up and speak to 
their JAG class. Students have started 
to realize that their JAG classmates are 

some of their biggest supporters. Team 
building activities and class discussions 
have helped to make the class a 
welcoming and safe environment. 

JAG at Newton High School is Making a Difference in 
the Lives of Students. 
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“I THINK JAG HAS HELPED 
ME A LOT! AND IT’S REALLY 
FUN!” 

“IT [JAG] IS ALRIGHT AND 
FUN. MRS. SMITH HELPS ME 
WITH WORK, AND SHE’S 
ALWAYS THERE TO TALK 
WHEN I NEED SOMEONE.”

“JAG GIVES YOU 
SOMETHING TO BE A PART 
OF IF YOU HAVEN’T HAD 
THE CHANCE ALREADY.” 



INITIATION AND INSTALLATION

The Initiation and Installation (I&I) Ceremony for the NHS 
JAG Career Association was on November 7th, 2013. The 
ceremony was held in the school library and over sixty 

people were in 
attendance. Twenty-two 
JAG students were 
initiated into the Career 

Association on the night of 
the ceremony. 

Weeks before the actual 

ceremony, students started 
planning for the big event. 
They asked Officer Chad 

Gay (the school resource 
officer) to be their guest 
speaker for the ceremony. 
They went to local 

businesses to ask for support and donations and sent out 
invitations to people in the community. 

The students were amazed to see all their hard work pay off. 

The businesses provided an entire table of food and 
decorations. Their invitations brought Mayor James Nickel and 
his wife, Chief of Police James Daily, Mr. Matt Fearing 
(Director of JAG-Kansas), Mr. Roger Erickson (Principal of 

NHS), Mr. Greg Dietz (Asst. Principal of NHS), Mrs. Lisa 
Moore (Asst. Principal of NHS), Mrs. Pam Stevens (President 
of Newton Chamber of Commerce), and Mrs. Barbara 

Bunting (School Board Member) to the ceremony. Several 
teachers from NHS were also in attendance. The students 
heard a great inspirational talk from Officer Gay and were 

able to lead an impressive ceremony. The students received a 
JAG membership card and a JAG t-shirt designed by one of 
their classmates, Jorge Mendoza. The students received many 
complements about their ceremony. 

First Annual NHS JAG Career Association Initiation and 
Installation Ceremony was a Success

THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT!
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KIM SNYDER

LIFE STORIES

NHS JAG had the opportunity to work with 
Mirror, Inc. that offered a Life Stories class 
to eight JAG students. Over six sessions, 
students had the opportunity to tell their life 
story. The students’ work was then published 
into a book. Neko tells of his experience in 
the class. 

“Laurie Robinson from Mirror, Inc came to 
host this class in the JAG room at Newton High. One of the projects, as part of this class, was a mask. The 
purpose was to write on the mask the thoughts and feelings you, as an individual, are hiding. We also made a 
timeline from the time you were born all the way to where you are now. There was also a picture of a house; 
this is where we wrote our happiest memory, our saddest memory, and one thing we have learned throughout 
our life. Periodically, there were a few pages that asked questions about our past, Such as, where we were 
born, where we grew up, our home town, etc.” -Neko

RACQUEL THIESEN

One of Newton’s City Commissioners, Racquel Theisen, came 
to speak with the JAG students during seminar. Mrs. 
Theisen spoke with the students about the idea of 
leadership as an activity. She talked with the students and 
used examples from their conversation to show leadership.  
The students were able to ask questions about issues that 
were being addressed during City Commission meetings. 
Students were able to gain an understanding of the 
importance of all citizens participating in their community. 
This activity successfully addressed one of the Career 
Association goals, Civic Awareness, students now 
understand that a city successfully operates only when its 
citizens participate.

On December 12th, 2013, Kim Snyder came to speak with the JAG classes about the 
job application process, specifically resumes and interviews. She gave the students 
advice for when they are applying for a job and answered questions. Sergio writes 
what he thought of the guest speaker.

“Mrs. Snyder opened all of our eyes and exposed us to new ways of thinking about 
first impressions. With her help, everyone in our class has a better opportunity to get a 
job. Explaining what employers look for in a person was also a great advantage to us. 
Even with a limited class period, Mrs. Snyder said all of her points and information she 
wanted to share. The entire JAG program, and everyone involved, has made a great 
impact on each of us. As a senior, I hope others have the opportunity to experience it 
[the JAG program] as well.” -Sergio



Christmas Parade of 
Lights
By: Bryce Mathies

For the first time in Newton, the JAG students at 
Newton High School came together to join in the 

Parade of Lights. Speaking on behalf of all who 
participated, everyone had a good time in the parade. 
The JAG program wanted to raise awareness about our 
classes. 

Every year around the holiday season, Newton puts 
together a Parade of Lights. The Parade of Lights is a fun 
and festive time the entire family can attend. With the 

help of Mrs. Smith, the JAG students put together a float 
and entered it in the Parade of Lights. A boat and trailer 
was provided by JAG student Adam, and he also pulled 

the boat with his truck. We put over one thousand 
lights on the boat and the final float looked great. The 
float also had two skiers off the back of the boat. With 
skateboard wheels and skis attached to their feet, Bryce 

and Dakota skied down Main Street. Dakota’s ski broke 
halfway through and Bryce was generous enough to give 
him his ski.

Pizza was provided to the students who helped with the 
float. We ate while we decorated the float. Everyone 
had a great time and the float turned out awesome. The 

folks and kids loved our float, and we raised awareness 
about JAG. 

By: Brian Cruz
 
In the month of November, we received a PowerPoint project to do on our career 
goal. There were a lot of good presentations given. Students presented some good 
information on what they wanted to do and were focused on accomplishing their 
career goals.

I made my career PowerPoint over my dream job. I really enjoyed this project 
because I got to show everyone what I wanted to do for my future and give them an 

idea of my interests. It was nice to make a PowerPoint on what people want to do with their future.

We were able to see everyone’s PowerPoint but, out of everyone’s, I liked mine (of course). I liked my PowerPoint because I added 
all the details that we needed to have for the project. For example, we needed to have the description of our career,  why we are 
choosing this career,  the level of education needed, three different schools we would like to attend, the education costs, salary of 
the career, skills needed for the career, and three companies where we could work.  

C AREER PRESENTATIONS



	
 In October, JAG students 
throughout the state of Kansas were 
given the opportunity to write an essay 

with the topic “How would you 
represent Kansas to a national audience 
of peers?” The top three essay writers 
from the state would be given the 

opportunity to go on an all expense 
paid trip to Washington D.C. for the 
JAG National Student Leadership 

Academy. One NHS JAG student, Mitzy 
Aramburo, entered her essay into the 
competition. The state of Kansas 

received 59 essays for the competition, 
Mitzy received second place for her 
essay, “Two Languages + One Person, 
Twice the Leader.”

“Una Persona que Habla Dos

Lenguages Vale por Dos” -Noelia 

Mendez

Two Languages + One Person 

Twice the Leader

	


	
 A couple of weeks before 
school began my phone rang 

interrupting a nap. A strange woman 
started talking to me about JAG, I had 
no idea what she was saying because I 
had never heard of it before and I 

wasn’t quite awake. I asked some 
questions and it sounded interesting so 
I decided to attend a meeting before 

the school year began in order to learn 
more about JAG. The information I 
received at the meeting made me 

excited about the opportunity to learn 
how to be a leader in my community. I 

know JAG has become an important 
support system for those who 
participate. 

	
 Developing personal skills, 
such as good communication, 
leadership and goals for my future are 
happening now because of JAG. In fact I 

ran for president of our Career 
Association and I was elected. For the 
first time I had the confidence to 

consider this opportunity to represent 
the Kansas JAG program. 

	
 My name is Mitzy and I’ve lived 

in Kansas for the past 8 years.  Although 
born in Mexico, I consider myself a 
native Kansan with a bit of flavor. 
Kansas is the only state I have lived in 

since coming to America. All of my best 
memories have happened in Kansas. I’m 
bilingual and as my mother always says, 

“The ability to speak two languages 
almost makes you two people.”

	
 As a president of JAG, I feel 

responsible for the success of others in 
JAG, like me, who haven’t had the 
opportunity to open their minds and 
participate because they have felt other 

people would make fun of them or not 
respect their ideas. I’m certain that our 
learning experience in JAG will help us 

in our future jobs. In the past, I’ve 
struggled to believe in myself but JAG 
has taught me to set goals. I now am on 

a journey with other team members to 
reach our dreams.

	
 Since JAG is new at Newton 
High School, I want to set a high 

standard for our JAG class and for JAG 
classes that will follow. My goal for JAG 
is to accomplish every single activity 

and get all students to appreciate this 
big opportunity. I want students to not 
worry about what other people say 

about them. Students should let their 
true self come out and show their 
creativity to everyone and show what 
they have to offer.

	
 As president of the Newton 
High School JAG Career Association, I 
intend to lead our group in completing 

the goals by the JAG curriculum. In 
addition, I will graduate from Newton 
High School in May 2014. At this 

moment, I’m working hard to improve 
my GPA, preparing for my ACT test, and 
planning to attend Hutchinson 
Community College this fall. After 

completing my Associates Degree, my 
plan will be to attend Wichita State 
University majoring in Radiology.

	
 If I get chosen, I would be 
honored to represent Kansas and to 
prove to myself and others that no 

matter where you are in life, you can 
always be successful. I took the initiative 
to write this essay and I will take the 
initiative to be the best representative 

that Jobs for America’s Graduates-
Kansas has to offer at the National 
Leadership Conference.

Mitzy Aramburo

President

How Would You Represent Kansas to a 
National Audience of Peers?



NATIONAL STUDENT LEADERSHIP AC ADEMY

BY: Mitzy Aramburo

On October 21st at 11:41 a.m. I got a text message from Mrs. 
Smith saying “If you’re not in school, call me. I have to tell you something.” Since I was at my house 
during lunch, I called her but was nervous to hear what she was going to tell me. I called her 
immediately and she gave me the most amazing news. I had won the essay contest and was going on a 
trip to Washington D.C. I was so happy and excited and it definitely changed my day.

We took off from the Wichita Airport around 6:30 a.m. for Atlanta and from there to Washington D.C. 
We got there and my roommate and her specialist were waiting for us to go to the hotel. It was really 
exciting meeting my roommate and other students from all over the United States. 

Each day we had leadership sessions where we learned leadership skills. communication skills, and also 
team work skills. We played some games and got to know each other. We had a dinner and a social 
dance party where people battled each other. We also visited the Pentagon, National Mall, Arlington 
National Cemetery (where we experienced the wreath laying ceremony), the Capitol, took pictures in 
front of the White House, and toured the Holocaust Museum. 

This was the most exciting thing that has ever happened to me. I was honored to represent Kansas and 
to prove to myself and others that no matter where you are in life, you can always be successful. I can’t 
believe I won and how much confidence I had in me to actually stand up and write the essay. Now I can 
tell other people that you can always do it. Believe in yourself no matter who you are or where you’re 
from. 



JAG CHRISTMAS PARTY
By: Dakota Thomas

JAG had their first ever Christmas party at 
Mrs. Smith’s house. This party was an 

amazing event to attend. The party took 
place on Saturday, December 14th at 6:30 
P.M. 

After the party started, we had a couple of 

students make some cookies. Other 
students started looking for a pickle 
ornament on the Christmas tree to win a 

two liter of Mountain Dew. Brandon, from 
second hour JAG, found the pickle and won 
the Mountain Dew. We then had something 

to eat and mingled for a little while before 
heading downstairs for some games.

For the games, we had a White Elephant 

gift exchange, which is where we put all the 
gifts into a pile in the middle of the room. 
The first person chose a gift, then the 
second person had the opportunity to 

either steal the first gift or choose their 
own gift. This game had many different and 
interesting gifts. After this game was over, 

we played Dance Central on the Xbox. I 
would say this was one of the best 
Christmas parties I have ever attended. 

“I would say 
this was one of 
the best 
Christmas 
parties I have 
ever attended”



PHOTOS FROM FIRST SEMESTER



SETTING THE 
STANDARD
During the Career Association 
elections, Mitzy decided she 
wanted to run for president so 

she could help her JAG class set 
a high standard for future JAG 
classes to follow. Mitzy’s 
classmates elected her president  

and she has since been 
developing her leadership skills. 
Mitzy has set a high standard by 

helping to plan the I&I 
Ceremony, going to the National 
Student Leadership Academy, 

planning various activities for 
her JAG class, and making it on 
the front page of the Newton 
Kansan.

ABOVE: JAG STUDENTS FROM ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY POSE FOR A GROUP 
PICTURE IN FRONT OF THE CAPITOL.

RIGHT: MRS. SMITH AND MITZY DURING 
THEIR TRIP TO WASHINGTON D.C.

Mrs. Justina Smith
Newton High School JAG
900 W. 12th St.
Newton, KS 67114


