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These state and local business 

professionals shared their career 

journeys and those lessons that 

were learned along the way.  The 

leaders commented on their work-

load, what took them on their ca-

reer path and the opportunities and 

obstacles that they had to overcome 

to become successful.  The table 

hosts represented a variety of ca-

reer backgrounds from all walks of 

life.      

The conference culminated with the 

awards presentation and slide 

show.  The career specialists and 

community leaders led the students 

out of the ballroom, exiting to the 

upbeat tune of “RESPECT” by 

Aretha Franklin.      

The Red Lion Colonial Inn was the 

site for this year’s  JMG Fall Lead-

ership Conference.  Over 250 officer 

delegates, career specialists, com-

munity leaders, chaperones and 

special guests participated in the 

18th annual conference.   

This event is a major component of 

the JMG program’s Program of 

Work.  This vital element within 

the Montana Career Association 

(MCA) engages the JMG partici-

pants in activities and projects 

within their communities focusing 

on career, civic, leadership, and 

social awareness.  

The students participate in team-

work and motivational activities 

that build on their leadership 

skills.  We encourage the students 

to take the information learned 

from the conference back to their 

respective programs and share with 

fellow members of their JMG class.   

Leading the students in the activi-

ties was motivational entertainer 

and special guest, Shannon 

Pickard.  Although Shannon had 

his sights set on a career in the 

entertainment industry, he noticed 

earlier on in life that he had a 

special place in his heart for teen-

agers.  He put his stage experience 

to work to inspire teens to make 

excellent choices in their lives and 

turn dreams into realities.  Shan-

non has become one of the most 

sought after motivational speakers 

in America today. 

After a few warm up exercises, Mr. 

Pickard had the students actively 

participating in all sorts of team 

building exercises with the inten-

tion of reaching goals 

to achieve each les-

son’s objective. 

Shannon’s energetic, 

humorous and effec-

tive presentation 

delighted all in atten-

dance.  Students were 

having so much fun 

with the activities 

while also absorbing 

some very important 

life lessons. 

After the morning leadership ses-

sion the student officers were then 

led to the ballroom for the luncheon 

and seated next to some of Mon-

tana’s finest community and busi-

ness leaders.                          

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL  

White Sulphur Springs is one of the latest schools to 
begin a High School JMG program.  Kathy Sulser, who 
is currently the guidance counselor and JMG Middle 
School career specialist, also teaches JMG to the high 
school students at WSSHS.  We’re confident that Kathy 
will do a super job and want to wish her much luck! 
 
Pictured at left are Kathy Sulser, career specialist, and 
her JMG students from White Sulphur Springs High 
School, who received 3rd place honors in the Logo com-
petition this year!  Congratulations! 
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THE CHOICE IS YOURS  
FALL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

The winning logo entry 

is pictured below and 

was designed by the 

Culbertson JMG 

Program. 

Table host Carole Nichols, pictured above, shares her 

journey with JMG student delegates from around the state. 

Staff members from the Student Assistance Foundation are 

pictured at left.  There were 32 Table Hosts representing 27 

organizations from the surrounding community.  The leaders 

shared their stories with the student leaders from around the state! 



 

 

The National Student Leadership 
Conference (NSLC) was recently held 
in Washington D.C.  JMG students in 
attendance from Montana were from 
left to right (top photo), Ana Torres, 
Frenchtown HS; Aron King, North 
Star HS (Rudyard); Brooke Calloway, 
Libby HS; and Britni Green-Nelson, 
Whitefish HS.  Shelley Fisher, career 
specialist from Libby HS, chaperoned 
the group.  Also attending from Mon-
tana were JMG State Director Drea 
Brown and Program Manager Jim 
Lambert.   

This year the conference 
had the largest number of 
participants from 24 
states including over 400 
students! JAG—Now 
More Than Ever was this 
year’s theme and show-
cased some of the bright-
est and most talented 
young adults the program 
has ever seen. 
The Montana delegation 
arrived in D.C. late 
Wednesday evening and 
were kept extremely busy 
throughout the 3-day 

conference.  The students, special 
guests and leaders from the political 
arena attended Thursday’s luncheon, 
held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
downtown D.C.  It is important to 
remember that JAG is successful 
because of the countless donations 
and contributions made from many 
key individuals and companies that 
continue to make it all possible. 
The students competed in Employ-
ability Skills and Public Speaking 
events before heading off to their 
leadership sessions on Thursday 

evening.   The night capped off with a 
dance.   
Friday was a busy day for the dele-
gates as they participated in the 
Arlington Tour and “laying of the 
wreath” on the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier.  That afternoon they once 
again attended their leadership ses-
sions before having dinner and taking 
a bus for the Twilight Tour later that 
evening. 
The students toured the Arlington 
Cemetery, Lincoln Memorial, World 
War II Memorial, Martin Luther King 
Memorial, Korean and Vietnam Me-
morials, White House, Washington 
Monument and the U.S. Capitol, 
where they had their group photo.   
On Saturday the students attended 
their last leadership session before 
eating lunch and taking off on the 
metro for a site-seeing tour of the 
Smithsonian Museums.  A talent 
show rounded out the conference 
activities later that evening.   
The students won the all expense-
paid trip by entering the JAG Leader-
ship Event essay contest that was 
held in conjunction with the Fall 
Leadership Conference in October. 

The middle school students have 

already completed several fundraisers 

for local community services such as 

Kootenai Pets for Life, a site visit to 

the Flathead Valley Community 

College in Kalispell, and school clean 

up project. 

Troy’s JMG program in the high 

school has been extremely busy in the 

last two years.  The high school stu-

dents have attended the conferences, 

held fundraisers through volunteer 

efforts in the community, and con-

tinue to work closely with the elemen-

tary students through their reading 

program.   

The JMG program at Troy continues 

to grow with the addition of the new 

Middle School program that began 

this year. 

Louise Martin, career specialist, 

had a visit with her principal and 

insisted that the program expand 

into the middle school area and he 

agreed. 

Ms. Martin reports that there are 

now 27 students in the middle 

school JMG class and it is hoped 

that they will begin to partner 

more with the high school program 

in doing other projects. 

In addition to the new JMG program 

in the middle school, the high school 

program has developed a new  school 

store that sells various school items, 

treats, school supplies and other 

things on consignment.  

The first year the store was just a 

table and chairs but over the summer 

a local carpenter took the space and 

turned it into a wonderful store!  The 

students are learning how to handle 

money by making change as well as 

being more responsible.  Louise re-

ports that the JMG kids are becoming 

more respectful and learning simple 

business transactions in the process.   

Culbertson 

and Wolf Point 

classes appre-

ciate the SWIB 

grant money 

that allowed 

them to go on 

this project 

adventure, as 

they are closer 

and stronger 

because of it! 

The middle school students from 

Culbertson and Wolf Point so 

enjoyed their project adventure! 

Arriving at the corn maze was 

amazing; the owner talked 

about how the corn maze is a 

fundraiser for the Vida school 

and is actually a part of her 

crop. There was miniature golf, 

a bouncy house, face painting, 

and hay rides. The students 

worked together to find clues 

and solve puzzles in the maze, 

which was great for problem 

solving and team building. Both 
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“The students 

worked together to 

find clues and 

solve puzzles in the 

maze, which was 

great for problem 

solving and team 

building.” 

Pictured below in their new school store 

are Troy students Travis Barnes, 

Brendole Labrum and Tyeisha Scott. 

Pictured above are students from 
Montana who attended the National 
Student Leadership Conference in 
Washington D.C. in November.  Seated 
from left to right are:  Brooke Calloway 
and Britni Green-Nelson and standing 
in the back, from left to right are Aron 
King and Ana Torres. 



 

 

The Fromberg High School JMG 
program held a Career Day at their 
school on October 19th, which in-
cluded grades 6 through 12.   The 
students attended 25 minute ses-
sions, where special guests shared 
their career journeys. 

Guest speakers in 
attendance who 
shared their stories of 
success were:  SGT. 
Molina, U.S. Marines; 
Thor Lindshield, 
Yellowstone Bank; 
Bill Burgess, Wal-
mart; John Teeling, 
FBI; Randall Jobman, 
Western Sugar Co.; 
Zack Zagata, Mon-

tana Rail Link; Ken Miller, Candi-
date for Governor; Laura Kennedy, 
KULR 8 News; and Kim Holzer, 
Bank of Bridger.  
 

Donald Holley, JMG 
career specialist at 
Fromberg High School,  
exclaimed that “The 
purpose of the Career 
Day was to inspire and 
motivate our students to 
think about their fu-
ture.”   The students 
learned much about 
responsibility, respect 
and work ethics, all 
important traits to 
have in the workplace. 

Helena area JMG programs 
were busy decorating wreaths 
and Christmas trees for the 
Festival of Trees.  This an-
nual charitable auction raises 
money for the Intermountain 
Children’s Home, with pro-
ceeds going to help under-
privileged kids around the 
region.   
Many area schools submitted 
trees and wreathes including 
Helena Project for Alternative 
Learning (PAL) and Helena 
High School.   
Helena PAL took home the 
Merit Award with their Pen-
guin-themed tree  (pictured at 
right).  Helena High entered 
many trees that included 
those pictured at left. 

Bridger High School’s JMG and 
YASC programs help Pack the 
School in Pink for National 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, with astounding re-
sults.  The entire staff and stu-
dent body “Pinked out” to show 
their support for research and 
assistance to those with breast 
cancer.  There was a coloring 
contest with winners from each 
class receiving a free Italian soda 
from the JMG Coffeehouse. 

FROMBERG CAREER DAY 

FESTIVAL OF TREES 

PACK THE 
SCHOOL IN PINK 
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Everyone knows 
You can’t be all things to all people. 

You can’t be all things at once. 
You can’t do all things equally well. 

You can’t do all things better than everyone else. 
 

Your humanity is showing, 
Just like everyone else’s. 

 
So… 

You have to find out who you are, and be that. 
You have to decide what comes first, and do that. 

You have to discover your strengths,  
And then use them. 

You have to learn not to compete with others, 
Because… 

 
No one else is in the contest of “being you.” 

 
Then… 

You will have learned  
To accept your own uniqueness. 

You will have learned 
To set priorities and make decisions. 

You will have learned  
To live with your limitations. 

You will have learned  
To give yourself the respect that is due. 

 
And you’ll be a most vital mortal. 

 
Dare to believe 

That you are a wonderful, unique person. 
That you are a once-in-all-history event. 

That it’s more than a right- 
It’s your duty to be who you are. 

That life is not a problem to solve, 
But a gift to cherish. 

And you’ll be able to stay one up 
On what used to get you down. 

 
                                                    - R.W. Lind 

“The purpose of the Career 

Day was to inspire and 

motivate our students to 

think about their future.” 

-Donald Holley,                                   

JMG Career Specialist 

This year’s Logo 
Competitive Event 
W i n n e r s  w e r e 
Culbertson HS, 1st 
place (Photo on front 
page), Whitefish HS, 
2nd place (bottom), 
and White Sulphur 
Springs HS 3rd 
place (top). 

Thank You! 
 

We would like to thank the following 
for their dedication to JMG and their 

continued to support: 

 

SWIB 
State Workforce Investment Board 

 

SAF 
Student Assistance Foundation 

 

MSEC 
Montana State Employer’s Council 

 

JMGF 
Jobs for Montana’s Graduates 

Foundation 
 

WALMART 
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1025 copies of this public document were 

published at an estimated cost of $.86 per 

copy, which includes printing and distri-

bution fees, for a total cost of $881.50. 

Photo Gallery 

PO Box 1728 

Helena, Mt  59624 

PH. 406.444.0978 

FAX 406-444-3037 
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http://wsd.dli.mt.gov/jmg/jmg.asp 

http://wsd.dli.mt.gov/jmg/jmg.asp

