
First Year of 
JAG: Success!
The Jobs for America’s Graduates 
(JAG) program successfully completed 
its first year in the state of Kansas. 
During this past school year, JAG had 
25 programs across the state of Kansas. 
The great results achieved over the first 
year have made it possible for JAG to 
double its programs for the 2014-2015 
school year. The launch of JAG-Kansas 
is one of the most successful launches in 
the history of JAG. Expanding the 
program has made it possible for 
Newton to have an additional JAG 
program, which will include Chisholm 
Middle School.

Graduation rate
The Newton High School JAG program 
had 11 seniors at the beginning of the 
year. All 11 seniors were able to walk 
across the stage at graduation and 
currently have plans to go to college, 
into the military, or work full time. The 
12th JAG senior started second 
semester and was one class short of 
graduating. He will be finishing his last 
class in summer school and is on track 
to graduate by the end of summer. 

JAG has the ability to eliminate one 
of the biggest barriers students 
have to success: not having a 
connection. JAG allows students, 
who would normally “slip through 
the cracks”, to have a sense of 
belonging. Through activities in 
class and outside of class, students 
start to feel connected to one 

another and begin to feel like 
family. Students not only become 
close to the people they spend class 
with but also with their JAG 
Specialist. They start to see their 
Specialist as their advocate and 
mentor; in return, the students 
work hard to succeed in school and 
make their Specialist proud.

We are FAMILY!

NOAH W. proud to have his high school diploma. 
Starting his senior year with only enough credits to be 
a junior, Noah worked extremely hard to graduate on 
time. He plans to attend Hutchinson Community 
College in the fall. 

GRADUATES Adam E. and Mitzy A. stop for a 
picture with Mrs. Smith after their graduation 
ceremony on May 17th, 2014. Adam successfully led 
Newton JAG’s float for the Christmas Parade of Lights 
and Mitzy was the Career Association President.

BRYCE M. worked hard the entire year to be able 
to walk across the stage at graduation. From the very 
first day of JAG he talked about his dream of going 
into the Marines. This fall, his dream will become a 
reality!
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A Graduation Party for Our 
Seniors

THE NHS JAG CAREER ASSOCIATION PAYS SPECIAL 
TRIBUTE TO ITS GRADUATING SENIORS.
On May 15th, the Career Association had a party for the 
graduating seniors. The underclassmen made gifts to give to 
the seniors during the party. Each senior received several 
notes of encouragement from their classmates, JAG cords, 
and a letter from the Governor’s office congratulating them 
on their accomplishments. Mr. Erickson (NHS Principal) 
gave some words of advice at the beginning of the ceremony 
and Dr. Hamm (NHS Superintendent) shared some 
encouraging words at the end. Kim Borchers, Director of 
Appointments for the Governor’s office, presented the 
seniors with their letters from the Governor. Also in 
attendance were Greg Dietz (NHS Assistant Principal), Lisa 
Moore (NHS Assistant Principal), Barbara Bunting (NHS 
school board member), Renee Erickson (NHS school board 
member), April Dohle (Lead Program Manager JAG-K), Loni Jensen (HCC Newton 
Coordinator), James Nickel (Newton City Commissioner) and his wife, and Vicki Adame 

(NHS At-Risk Program Coordinator). Several NHS teachers and parents of 
seniors also attended the graduation party. A Very Special 

THANKS!
Norm’s Coffee Bar 
generously donated 

the use of their space 
along with providing 
drinks to our guests.

NUMBERS

Graduation Rate

92%
Number of graduates 
going into the military

2
Number of graduates 

going on to college

8

It was amazing watching our classmates, our best friends, finally 

finish high school. At the party, there was a ceremony given by 

Mrs. Smith. The ceremony was very touching and 

has inspired many of our JAG classmates to keep working hard, 

reach for our goals, prove people wrong, and, most importantly, 

to feel accomplished by walking across the stage at our 

graduation. Congratulations Class of 2014!

-Ana O. 



Foundations in 
Personal Finance
Throughout the year we have briefly 
talked about money. However, we 
never were able to go in depth with 
our discussion until we started the 
Dave Ramsey curriculum for high 
school students.  The curriculum 
was provided by a grant obtained 
through the Discover Foundation. 
The $5,000 we received in grant 
money allowed us to purchase the 
curriculum for this year and future 
JAG classes. 

The students learned about money 
management, insurance, retirement, 
and how to go to college debt free. 
The students took a post-test (same 
as the pre-test they had taken before 
we started) and improved by an 
average of 22 points! One student 
wrote this about the program:

“Dave Ramsey has taught me a lot. 
At first I hated him. However, as I 

started to listen, I realized he had 
the right idea. Before, I would 

have done everything he said not 

to, like getting a loan or using a 
credit card.” -Cody J.

Blake (top), Dan and 
Karen (bottom) talk 
to students about 
the different 
services Midland 
National Bank has to 
offer, such as 
checking and 
savings accounts. 

In the fall, we asked Midland National Bank if they would be willing to help our JAG class. They have gone above and beyond our expectations. Midland was willing to show our JAG students how much they care by speaking to  our class multiple times. Each time, they left their business cards so  that students could call them with any questions they had. 

Merresa Akers was willing to talk with students about resumes and cover letters. She provided tips and examples of  how to successfully apply and interview for a job. Blake Lujano, Karen Van Horn and Dan Wharton all did an excellent job of explaining the different products Midland has to offer. They brought in sample applications to walk the students through how to obtain these products. 
The students enjoyed learning about Midland and are now more willing to use the bank and open up a checking and savings account. Thank you Midland National Bank for helping to make our first year of JAG a great success!

LET’S GO TO COLLEGE

With the help of Loni Jensen, our 
seniors were able to go to the 
Newton campus of Hutchinson 
Community College (HCC) to enroll 
in classes for the fall. Students were 
able to fill out their application, take 
the placement test, and receive their 
schedule for fall semester. HCC 
explained to the seniors the 
opportunities they could take 
advantage of by attending in the 
fall. They also generously provided 
lunch after everyone was enrolled. 

Right: Newly enrolled HCC students 
stand in front of the school logo 
with their ID cards. Some of them 
are the first in their family to attend 
college.

Throughout the course of the year, 
several college recruiters have come to 
talk to NHS JAG. Chad Shade, from 
Pratt Community College, talked with 
the students about the opportunities 
they have by living on campus and 
attending Pratt. Loni Jensen, from 
Hutchinson Community College, spoke 
with the students about their options if 
they wanted to stay home for college. 

This year, students also heard about 
another opportunity through Job Corps. 
Karen Cline, from Flint Hills Job Corps, 
enlightened students on the benefits of 
Job Corps such as free school tuition, 
room, and board. One JAG student, 
Brandon J., is currently enrolled at Job 
Corps. 

MIDLAND NATIONAL BANK: MORE THAN JUST A BANK



JAG Day at the Exploration Place

At the beginning of the semester, NHS 
JAG met with 4 other JAG programs 
at the Exploration Place. The staff at 
the Exploration Place did a wonderful 
job providing a great learning 
experience for our students. JAG 
students were able to make new 
friends from other JAG classes. They 
improved their teamwork skills by 
working closely with one another 
during activities set up by the 
Exploration Place. Neko N. tells of his 
experience below:

“On February 20th, our JAG class 
went to the Exploration Place in 
Wichita. During the day, we 
watched an animated movie 
about dinosaurs. I thought it 
was really good. After the 

movie, all the JAG classes split into 
two big groups. One group went to a 
zombie/virus/disease demonstration 
while the other group split into three 
smaller groups and had a team 
building competition. The zombie 
demo was to show how viruses 
spread. It was pretty interesting.  
The team building competition was 
to build the highest tower out of 
four hundred wooden blocks. The 
tower also had to hold a stuffed 
bird without falling. The 
Exploration Place was a lot of fun.”
-Neko N. 



TEAM BUILDING 

One of the core competencies in JAG is learning how to be an excellent team 
member. Throughout the year we did numerous activities to improve 
teamwork. Brandon tells of his experience below:

“Team Building: Mrs. Smith broke our class up into different groups to do 
team building exercises. One of the exercises was to build the highest tower. 
She gave each team a bag of materials that made it difficult to build a tower. 
However, my team and I worked together and succeeded in building the 
highest tower.”
-Brandon M.

LIFE STORIES
“Have you ever felt bottled up inside? Or, that you 
didn’t feel safe telling someone your story? Laurie 
Robinson, a writer, came to our JAG class to give us 
the opportunity to share/write our life story. I felt I 
could trust her with the things I wrote about. It was 
quite relieving. If I could do it again, I would!”
-Elicia S.

NHS JAG was given the wonderful opportunity 
to again work with Laurie. Nine students were 
able to share their life stories and have them 
published into a book. Students spent six sessions 
with Laurie talking and writing about significant 
events that happened in their lives. Each student 
came away with a beautifully written story about 
their life to share with their friends and family.

MIRROR INC.: A WONDERFUL PARTNERSHIP
NHS JAG started its partnership with Mirror Inc. last semester with the Life 
Stories class. This semester, Mirror Inc. provided the Life Stories class along 
with another class about drugs and alcohol. Over several class sessions, 
students were able to discuss their thoughts on alcohol and drugs.  Students 
were able to learn the facts about drugs and alcohol and then form their own 
opinions. At the end of the program, each class made a PowerPoint to inform 
others about the effects of drugs and alcohol. 

Mirror Inc. has done a wonderful job helping our JAG class. They have been 
great to work with and already have many ideas on how to make next year an 
even better year for NHS JAG. 



NHS JAG Hosts Events Outside 
of the Classroom

Throughout the year, NHS JAG provides activities for JAG students to attend outside of 
the classroom. This semester, JAG hosted a glow bowling night, a game night,  and 
multiple trips to Druber’s (a local donut shop). Students tell of their experiences below:

“Bowling with Mrs. Smith and most of the JAG class was a lot of fun. I didn’t bowl, I 
watched everyone, but it was still fun. I thought it was so much fun because it was like a 
party. Disco ball type lights were going and loud music was playing. Some people were 
singing and I was singing to the music also. After bowling, we went to Druber’s and got 
donuts. Mrs. Smith is the best supportive teacher in the world. “
-Tiffany K.

“I liked Druber’s, it was a fun place to chill out with my friends.”
-Bryce H.

“Movie night was very fun for me. I thought I wasn’t going to enjoy it because of my 
shyness. However, I ended up talking to others, playing video games and being part of the 
group. To be honest, I haven’t had that much 
fun in awhile. I thank JAG (and Mrs. Smith) 
for that great time!”
-Erica E. 



“In April, Newton High School JAG students went to the Career Development 
Conference (CDC). For CDC, JAG students from all over Kansas went to Wichita 
Southeast High School. We participated in team building 
activities and several competitions. After lunch, we all 
played games together and waited for the awards to be 
passed out. Newton didn’t win very much but it was amazing 
to have the chance to spend time with other JAG students.” 
-Jackie S.

The Career Development Conference provides JAG students 
the opportunity to showcase the skills they have learned 
throughout the year. This year, NHS JAG competed in the 
essay, interview, extemporaneous speech, marketing, and 
poster competitions. Mitzy A.’s essay (seen in the NHS JAG 
Fall 2013 newsletter) received second place. Although Newton didn’t place in the 
other competitions, students gained competition experience, made new friends, 
talked with area colleges about opportunities available to them, and improved their 
teamwork and leadership skills. 

Jobs for America’s Graduates-Kansas’ First 
Annual Career Development Conference

JAG Poster made by Celesta C.



Thanks for the Memories!

“JAG is probably one of the 
most fun classes I have 
taken in high school! It 

helps me find a good college 
while helping to keep my 

grades up.”
-Elicia S.

“JAG is an amazing 
opportunity to make new 
friends and think about 
college. We also have an 

amazing teacher.”
-Ana O.

“I give JAG a 10 because it’s 
fun and Mrs. Smith is 

always there to help me. It 
has made me want to 

graduate with the help of 
Mrs. Smith. She helps me 
with math and is like my 

social worker.”
-Tiffany K.

“I rate JAG a 10 because 
Mrs. Smith really cares 

about her students.”
-Bryce H.

“JAG has helped me 
improve my social skills a 

lot.”
-Erica E. 

“JAG is the best class and 
helps me a lot in school.”

-Brian C.

“I probably would have 
failed Algebra II if it weren’t 

for JAG and Mrs. Smith.”
-Brandon M.



MRS. JUSTINA SMITH
Newton High School JAG-K

900 W. 12th St.
Newton, KS 67114

by Justina Smith
• • •

When I received my job as a JAG 
Specialist at the end of July 2013, I 
could not have dreamed of the amazing 
ride that I would have over the school 
year. Many other JAG Specialists told 
me that it was the best job, and it truly 
is! 

I had the pleasure of serving 35 
students this past school year, students 

who became my “adopted children”. The 
job can be rough at times. However, 
when my student walked up to me at 
graduation and said, “there is no way I 
could have graduated without you”, all 
the rough times were suddenly worth it. 

I have enjoyed watching all my students 
grow over the past year. They have 
improved their GPA’s, stepped out of 
their comfort zone, have a more positive 
attitude, and many of them graduated. 
With the help of the school and 
community, my students are going to 
succeed! Some of them didn’t think they 
wanted to graduate and now they are 
thinking about college. JAG works, and I 
am blessed to be part of such an 
amazing program helping students 
succeed! Thank you to all my students, 
their parents, Newton High School, and 
the Newton community for a very 
successful first year!

Reflection from a JAG Specialist


