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JAG National Leadership Academy
On December 2nd - 12 JAG Students traveled to Washington DC for the JAG National Student
Leadership Academy. Kymani Alston, Carlos Arriaga, James Barefoot, Jeremiah Brown, Kaylena Busbee, Wendy Guzman, Brandon Hickman, Seth Hoffman, Phillip Lucas, Jerry Mendez, Ariel Shealy,
Qauy Wilson, and Nate Winch participated in leadership training and toured our nation’s capital.
All the students really enjoyed seeing sights like Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, the White House ,
the Lincoln Memorial, the Jefferson Memorial, and also the Capital building. They visited Arlington
National Cemetery and the Holocaust Museum as well. They stayed at Hyatt Regency in Crystal City
and attended several leadership classes to improve their leadership abilities.

Left: James Barefoot, Seth Hoffman, Phillip Lucas, Jeremish Brown, Kymani Alston, Ariel Shealy, Nate Winch, Kaylena Busbee, and Brandon Hickman on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial
Top: Kaylena Busbee, Ariel Shealy, Wendy Guzman, and Qauy Wilson at the National Leadership Awards Luncheon
Right: JAG President Ken Smith with Nate Winch

Donations
On Thursday, December 10th, we received a donation of whole chickens and ground beef for
our food pantry. Paul Kirby, of the South/West Lexington Ledger, raised $300 and partnered
with Columbia meats to help our families put meat on their tables. It was a big favor that they
didn't have to do, but out of the kindness of their hearts they decided to help us. All of our JAG
members are very
happy and thankful
for what they have
done for the families
we serve. We really
couldn't ask for anymore than they have
already done .

Families Helping Families
December 15th and 16th, Swansea High School JAG students volunteered for the Families Helping
Families program. This is a program where volunteers adopt families for Christmas by providing
them with gifts. While working, we helped fill trucks, loading them up with all types of nice presents. We also got to adopt our own little family to where we went out and
bought gifts for them with our Career Association funds. It was a lot of fun
helping out and seeing other kids happy for all the right reasons. It was the
perfect example of how it's great and
fun when you help others in need
even if you don't know them.
Left: Wendy Guzman, Samiya Geiger, TaMia Gantt, and
Brittany Thompson wrap gifts
Right: Cortney Baldwin makes her best reindeer pose while
looking for a bike

December Jefferson Awards
Congratulations to Mr. Travis Kelly, the recipient of the December Jefferson Award! Ms. Hines
said, “Travis Kelly is an outstanding musician and teacher. He is patient, yet firm, with his
kids. They know his expectations and strive to meet them every day. However, he also knows
when to joke around with them and has a strong rapport with each student. Mr. Kelly has been
a wonderful mentor and friend. “ Yetzibel Santos surprised him with the award at the winter
band concert, with the help of band officers.

Donation from Ameris Bank

Nate Winch, Yetzibel Santos, and Seth Hoffman show the food pantry to community members

On Friday, November 20th, Ameris Bank presented
SHS JAG with a $600 donation to our food pantry.
With the help of our own Deputy Blasingame and
the Lexington County Sheriff’s Department, we participated in a program where Ameris Bank makes a
cash donation based on the number of pounds collected during a district wide food drive. Mrs. Dana
Magic, branch manager of the Lexington Ameris
Bank, gave us the donation and shared her hope
that we will be able to double the check for next
year’s drive.

Palmetto Walk for Life

January 9th marked the day for the Palmetto Health Foundation’s Walk for Life.
This day was rescheduled from October
due to the floods. Although it was quite
chilly and misty early that Saturday
morning, we all had a great time doing
our part to raise awareness for the fight
against breast cancer.

Students of the Month
We would like to congratulate the students of the month for December, Seth Hoffman and Wendy
Guzman, for showing membership and leadership. They both work very hard in the food pantry
on every Friday afternoon, giving food to the families in
our city. We wanted to
show how much we
want to thank them
and recognize them as
the JAG students of
the month.

Welcome Alumni Day
Alumni day is when we have students that have already graduated from Swansea High School come back and
tell us a little bit about how their lives are going now. They give us details about what college life is like. Savannah Burdo, Gaby Walker, Makayla Johnson, Brooke Elliott, and DJ Jones all visited JAG classes to tell us how
everything is going for them. We had a lot of fun visiting and talking to them again. It woke a lot of us up about
how we should really stay on track and not let anything get in our way, because the real life is no joke! It can be
hard going into the world not knowing what you really want to do and not having a life goal .

SHS JAG Calendar
CA Meetings Monday mornings 8:15-8:30
SIA Meetings Tuesdays after school until 4:30
Food pantry Friday, January 22nd, February 5th, and February 19th after school until 5:30
SIA leadership training at Columbia College February 18th
CDC “Change the World” April 21

