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“ I learned by seeing all those 

people there that had nothing, 

it made realize how good I 

have it.” 

- Samantha Tooley 

“I learned that you can’t take 

life for granted.  Stay in 

school, focus on it and always 

do the right thing.  Learn that 

you could have been without.” 

- Quentin Palmer 

“What did I gain from the soup 

kitchen experience?  I learned 

that you have to be thankful 

that you come home to a nice, 

well cooked meal while others 

rely on the soup kitchen for 

food and clothes.” 

- Willie Young 



-A poem by Joey Rhymer,  A New Beginning: If it is to be, It is up to Me   

If it is to be, it is up to me.   

I will help myself reach my goals. 

I will be there when nobody else is to make 

every moment the best. 

I can always smile. 

Even when it hurts to wake up the next 

morning. Keep moving forward and be-

come better than before. 

This is a new day, a new chapter in the 

book of life. Life itself is not something I 

need to understand, it is simply an experi-

ence to be enjoyed.   
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“It is not 

something we 

need to 

understand, 

it is simply 

an experience 

to be 

enjoyed” 

Guest Speaker: Mr. David Stephens, Hometown News 

I learned...   “What life is like in the real world” -Jacob Gregory 

I learned…   “You have to make sacrifices and be flexible for work.”  - Quentin Palmer 

Guest Speaker: Luke 

Black, Recruiter 

I learned… “There are 

many scholarships 

out there  to get mon-

ey for college and 

there are more oppor-

tunities to explore”              

-  Marquise McAbee 

Life is like a handful of stories pretending 

to be a novel.   

I will look past the image in the mirror, 

look beyond my skin and it will show all 

that I did in life, even since birth. 

I will live for what it is worth. 

Now is the time to start living my life.  If it 

is to be, it is up to me. 

Am I  going to get hit by the car of opportu-

nities or am I  going to climb in and enjoy 

the ride? If it is to be, it is up to  me. 


